
 
 
UNITED NATIONS (UN) ACTIVITY REPORT 
 
The purpose of the 2016 International Youth Day was to hear about the steps taken towards achieving 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
 
The meeting took place at United Nations Economic and Social Council chambers, United Nations 
Headquarters in New York, New York, USA, on Friday, 12 August 2016. 
 
Report submitted by Timothy Shi, STTI United Nations Youth Representative 
 
Kenyan Mission Diplomat, Marcharia Kamau, spoke on the importance of sustainable consumption and 
production in Kenya. This can be related to nurses in Kenya who want to help move their country 
towards a greener economy that focuses on energy, manufacturing, and transportation. As nurses, we 
can help make hospitals more green with less waste in hospitals and ultimately help Kenya achieve their 
vision of a greener economy. The diplomat also spoke on the importance of have a response to climate 
change and proposed to make a low carbon system that is on par with more developed countries. 
 
Secretary General’s Envoy on Youth, Ahmad Alhendawi, spoke about the importance of garnering 
attention from the youth communities around the world in order to achieve the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). More importantly, he spoke about climate change and how the next decade 
or so could be the last chance to put the planet back into a sustainable growth. Youth will be affected by 
these changes when they get older, so why not involve them in their future. For young STTI nurses 
around the world, Ahmad is trying to encourage everyone to help achieve the SDGs on climate change 
because it is going to be their future, and if we don’t act now, we will be doomed as a civilization. 
Ahmad also spoke about the importance of social media and how youth can harness this power, not to 
directly affect legislation, but to help change the mindset of people around them through their social 
networks. He used the rainbow background on profile pictures on Facebook as an example of how the 
movement may not have sparked any dramatic immediate legislation changes, but it could have longer 
lasting implications in regards to how people view the LGBT community. 
 
How can we make this information relevant to nurses? Younger nurses can voice their opinions to 
governments about how they can improve their healthcare systems. They can also utilize social media to 
get things noticed and add pressure to governments to make these changes. 
 

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/home

