
 

 

 

 
 

Sustainable Development Goal 
(SDG) #4: Quality Education 

 
Ensure inclusive and equitable quality 

education and promote lifelong learning 
opportunities for all. 

 
Fast Facts 

● Each January, the United Nations recognizes 24 January as its International Day of Education.  
● Four million refugee children were out of school in 2017. 
● Before the coronavirus crisis, projections showed that more than 200 million children would be 

out of school. 
● 617 million youth worldwide lack basic mathematics and literacy skills. 
● Some 750 million adults—two-thirds of them women—remained illiterate in 2016. Half of the 

global illiterate population lives in South Asia, and a quarter live in sub-Saharan Africa. 
 

Chapter Event Ideas 
● Organize an event or chapter fundraiser focused on the International Day of Education. 
● Create a speaker series related to nursing subspecialties (ED, ICU, OB, pediatrics, telemedicine, 

etc.) and non-traditional career paths within nursing (legal, informatics, research, etc.). 
● Hold a viewing party for a UN briefing on this topic from http://webtv.un.org/ or a related 

documentary such as “A New Path” by Gregory Walsh (27 mins). 
o https://vimeo.com/ondemand/anewpath 

● Host a prep course for exams and certifications like NCLEX, PALS, ACLS, etc. 
● Develop hands-on trainings for skills like vascular access, interpreting ECGs, wound care, etc.   
● Invite your local department of public health to speak about health literacy and health-focused 

education efforts in your community, and how nurses can help. 
● Engage alumni to build a mentoring program supporting the transition for early career nurses. 
● Visit a school to talk about nursing as a career or start a school supply drive in your community. 

http://webtv.un.org/
https://vimeo.com/ondemand/anewpath


 
Sigma Chapter Event Example 
Eta Rho Chapter (Michigan, USA) helped create an American-based nursing curriculum in Myanmar and 
sponsorships for students to study abroad in the United States. 
 
Individual Ideas 

● Use social media to share items available from the UN: 
o UN.org/sustainabledevelopment/education/ 
o en.unesco.org/commemorations/educationday  
o Use Sigma’s handles and hashtags to share your work with the Sigma 

community. Examples include @SigmaNursing, #WeAreSigmaNurses, and 
#SigmaGlobal  

● Donate your used books. The easiest way to give access to knowledge is to donate 
your used books to someone. 

● Promote and take free online courses. In a digital world, there are more opportunities 
to get access to education than just going to university. 

● Mentor young people. You can provide tutoring and homework assistance, teach a 
language, or deliver a lesson on the global goals. 

● Read a book highlighting the fight for education equality such as I Am Malala: The 
Story of the Girl Who Stood Up for Education and was Shot by the Taliban by Malala 
Yousafzai. 

● Learn more about graduate education opportunities and their differences (MSN, 
APRN, DNP, PhD) and how to select the one that’s best for you. 

 

 

Sample Social Media Message 
“One child, one teacher, one pen & one book can change the world. Education is the only solution.” - 
@UN Messenger of Peace @Malala. Find out why Goal 4 of the #GlobalGoals matters » 
http://bit.ly/2WxoUcM 
 
 
    Additional Resources and References 
 
     SigmaNursing.org/Global 
 
     GlobalGoals.org 
     GlobalGoals.org/4-Quality-Education 
 
     UN.org 
     UN.org/sustainabledevelopment/goal-of-the-month 
     UN.org/sustainabledevelopment/education/ 
 
     https://trello.com/b/ZSvAISST/sdg-editorial-calendar-2021 
 

 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/education/
https://en.unesco.org/commemorations/educationday
http://bit.ly/2WxoUcM
https://www.sigmanursing.org/connect-engage/our-global-impact
https://www.globalgoals.org/
https://www.globalgoals.org/4-quality-education
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/goal-of-the-month/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/education/
https://trello.com/b/ZSvAISST/sdg-editorial-calendar-2021

